
Medical Students Society 

of Bond University  

A message from the President!  

Hi! My nameôs Alf Phillips and Iôm the new president of the 

Bond Medical Studentsô Society (MSSBU). Iôd like to start by 

saying a big thank you to the 08/09 MSSBU. They put in a great 

effort and have taken strong steps to ensure the financial security 

and general health of the MSSBU. 
  
For the year ahead, the MSSBU has a few big goals that weôre 

shooting for: 
  

-         Weôre hoping to grow (and maximise the awesomeness) of the Med ball. 

By taking steps to secure funding and working symbiotically with the super-hard 

working Med Ball Committee, we are looking forward to a splendid night. 
  

-         By branching out for sponsorship, weôre hoping to increase the number 

of free events hosted by the Med Socé Stay tuned for more information! So far, 

in the works we have : MSSBU Anatomy challenge, Sports Day , Peer-to-Peer 

mentoring programs, Cook offs + heaps moreé 
  
We have been surveying students over the last month and should have the summarised 

results for everyone by the next edition of this newsletter. A BIG thank you goes to Will 

Cundy for his hard work that went in to organising and overseeing this project. We are 

your MSSBU and will be guided by students in the direction. 
  
Iôm aiming to send out a brief MSSBU update via email every couple of weeks.  Please 

have a read and I promise not to spam everyone too much! 

 

If youôd like to contribute to our upcoming newsletters, please email either myself or our 

publications officer Myo at myo.thu@student.bond.edu.au 
  
  
Cheers, 
  
Alf.  
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Bald for Ball   

A HUGE THANKS to Ben Gardiner, Andrew Carr and Myo Thu who were left slightly thug like after Bald for 

Ball 2009, as well as Jesse James and Yusef Eqbal who bore the painful wrath of their friends tearing wax strips 

off them in the name of fund raising. And an after thought has to go to the MSSBU president Alfred Phillips 

who raised $500 to not shave his head. 
  
The boys collectively raised an impressive sum with Ben single handedly raising $551.00 and winning a free 

Ball ticket for his efforts. 
  
It was great to see so much involvement and we hope to see this event continued in future years of Med. Ball 

Committee. 

The Bond University Medical Students Annual Charity Ball, ñAn Enchanted Affairò 

shall be held on January the 30th 2010 at the Royal Pines Resort. Tickets are cur-

rently on sale around the med building.  

Tickets are all inclusive of a 3 course sit down meal, plus 5 hours of beer, wine and 

spirits. A live band and entertainment shall be provided on the night, as well as a 

silent auction, games raffles and plenty of prizes. All proceeds and donations from 

the ball shall go to support the Royal Flying Doctors. 

The new  MSSBUôs 1st social event was nothing short of a huge success, with an impressive turn out of 90+ stu-

dents, who managed to break the bar tab twice before the night was through!  
  
A special mention to the Trivia Champions, the team -  ñSmoking Kills Babies, so Babies shouldnôt Smokeò  as 

well as Sophie Newman (2nd year) who can out hand stand any one in med. And Bapesh Bollu (2nd year) who 

can fit more marshmallows into his mouth than thought physically possible. 
  
Once again, thanks for the great turn up, stay tuned for more MSSBU events next year. 

Trivia Night   

Med Ball Update  Zanna Franks  
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President: Alfred Phillips Aphillips@student.bond.edu.au  

When Alfred Phillips does push ups, he doesnôt push himself up - he pushes the ground down.  

Alfred represents the MSSBU in external matters, and is the main liaison between students and 

the faculty. 

Clinical Vice President: Priyam Jha pjha@student.bond.edu.au   

Priyamôs role is to facilitate communication between the clinical and pre-clinical students, and 

ensure the needs of students placed off campus are met. She also welcomes any conversations 

involving bollywood or jokes about maths. 

Meet the new MSSBU   

Want to contribute to this newsletter?  

Whether itôs an opinion piece, poetry, prose, short story or personal experiences, weôd like you to share it with 

us! You can publish anonymously by emailing Alf at aphillips@student.bond.edu.au or to Myo at 

myo.thu@student.bond.edu.au 

mailto:Aphillips@student.bond.edu.au
mailto:pjha@student.bond.edu.au
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Pre-Clinical Vice President: Pasan Waidyasekara pwaid@student.bond.edu.au  

Pasan handles issues involving Phase 1 and 2 of the course. He is easily recognised by his 

perpetual bright smile and oh-so-kiwi accent. 

Secretary: Sheital Chand schand@student.bond.edu.au   

Sheitalôs role is to organise meetings and make minutes available to everyone. Students wish-

ing to have any items discussed at MSSBU meetings can email Sheital to ensure they are 

placed on the agenda. She also has mad nunchuck skills. 

Treasurer: Shaiyla Sivakumar ssivakum@student.bond.edu.au   

Not only can Shaiyla bake an epic batch of cupcakes, she can do it in under $5. Shaiyla man-

ages MSSBUôs finances and is the person to contact for funding applications or questions 

about MSSBU money.  

AMSA/AMAQ Representative: Will Cundy wcundy@student.bond.edu.au 

Will once wore a diaper as a costume for AMSA convention, and no one has questioned his 

commitment since. He represents Bond at AMSA council and at meetings of the Queensland 

branch of the AMA, as well as organising Bondôs delegation to AMSA convention.   

Social Director: Zanna Franks zfranks@student.bond.edu.au  

Zanna is basically superwoman. She organises social events run by MSSBU and is the person 

to contact for queries about dates, ticket prices or other info for various events, as well as any 

suggestions for events the students would like to run. 

 

Officers  

Academic Liaison: Ben Gardiner bgardine@student.bond.edu.au 

 

Sponsorship and Merchandising: Rachel Nightingale Rachael.nightingale@student.bond.edu.au 

 

IT: Jack OôSullivan jack.oôsullivan@student.bond.edu.au 

 

Publications: Myo Thu myo.thu@student.bond.edu.au 

MED v LAW... An underdog story  

 

A massive congratulations goes out to 3rd year MBBS students Will Cundy, Priyam Jha and Will Peverill who 

absolutely CRUSHED the Law debaters in a David and Goliath-scale upset. Arguing "Human cloning should 

NOT be banned," Will Cundy drew first blood with his killer '3-pronged attack'. Priyam then proceeded to lay 

down the law TO THE LAWYERS. And Pev, well... what can you say about Pev that hasn't already been said... 

A champion captain's knock was the finishing blow and earned Pev the MVP award of the night. I'm not sure I'd 

let him touch me as a Doctor, but the man could argue the pants off a nun... 

 

Make sure you come down to the next debate - heaps of fun!  Stay tuned for more details in the new year. 

                                                                                                                                                                     

                         Alf Philips  
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One would expect that 3rd medical students with minimal clinical experience and a habit of constantly 

forgetting to don PPE would not be allowed within 20ft of a scalpel.  However, thanks to Dr. Patrick 

Warnkeôs surgical sessions, we have all had the chance to perform tracheotomies, endoscopies and 

mole excisions, as well as witness a surgery in óThe Bond Theatreô.  

The first session, óentering the ORô, had us observing Dr. Warnke attach a 6-pack to patient on his 

quest to look like Arnold Schwarznegger.  We completed surgical scrubs, donned our sterile gloves 

and gowns, and entered óThe Bond Theatre.ô  This session showed us the basic of how things are run in 

the OR, from how the patient is anaesthetized, to how to suction an incision to who has to scratch the 

surgeonôs nose during surgery.     

Another session covered surgical emergencies, particularly maintaining airways and dealing with a 

pneumothorax.  Dr. Warnke demonstrated how to maintain an airway by performing an emergency cri-

cothyrodotomy, as well as the more controlled tracheotomy. Dr. Andreas Faltlhauser from Robina hos-

pitalôs ICU showed us how to insert a chest drain for a patient with a pneumothorax or pleural effu-

sion.  We were then given the chance to perform these procedures ourselves, not on an SP this time but 

on models.    

Our final surgical session was a lecture on the future of surgery, in which we learned about Dr. 

Warnkeôs research into growing body parts such as mandibles to use in patients who needed trans-

plants.  At the conclusion of this, we put our own mandibles to use at what will henceforth be known 

as óthe surgery sessions BBQô.  The BBQ was a chance for the year to gather before we all scatter and 

are lost in the depths Tweed/Gold Coast hospital.    

The surgical sessions provided important clinical knowledge in an environment where it was almost 

impossible to maim or seriously hurt anyone.  On behalf of the 3rd years, a huge thank you to Dr. 

Warnke and the clinical skills team for putting together such an engaging and enjoyable range of work-

shops.  And as always, spectate, cogitate, secate. 

 

         Priyam Jha 
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3rd year medical students at óthe surgery session BBQô 


